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2007 Immigration Plan2007 Immigration Plan

Immigrant CategoryImmigrant Category RangeRange

EconomicEconomic 141,000 141,000 -- 158,000158,000
(Skilled Workers, Business, (Skilled Workers, Business, 
Provincial Nominees)Provincial Nominees)

FamilyFamily 67,000 67,000 -- 69,00069,000
(Spouses, Partners, Children,(Spouses, Partners, Children,
Parents, Grandparents)Parents, Grandparents)

Protected PersonsProtected Persons 25,900 25,900 -- 30,80030,800
(Refugees)(Refugees)

OtherOther 6,100 6,100 -- 7,2007,200

TotalTotal 240,000 240,000 -- 265,000265,000



Primary Source Countries Primary Source Countries 
For Immigrants To Canada In 2005For Immigrants To Canada In 2005
CountryCountry PercentagePercentage

ChinaChina 16%16%

IndiaIndia 13%13%

PhilippinesPhilippines 7%7%

PakistanPakistan 5%5%

United StatesUnited States 4%4%



Three Beliefs that Promote Negative Attitudes Three Beliefs that Promote Negative Attitudes 
Toward Immigrants and ImmigrationToward Immigrants and Immigration

Immigrants compete with members of the host Immigrants compete with members of the host 
population for economic resources, such as jobspopulation for economic resources, such as jobs

Immigrants compete with members of the host Immigrants compete with members of the host 
population for value and cultural dominancepopulation for value and cultural dominance

Immigrants are different from the host Immigrants are different from the host 
population in fundamental ways and are not population in fundamental ways and are not 
part of the national part of the national ingroupingroup





Canada First Immigration Reform Committee
It's time to put Canada and Canadians First!



Whose country is this anyway? Whose country is this anyway? 

The strategy of divide and conquer has served malevolent purposeThe strategy of divide and conquer has served malevolent purposes since the s since the 
dawn of conflict, but for sheer efficiency, postdawn of conflict, but for sheer efficiency, post--Freudian Canada has discovered Freudian Canada has discovered 
that a little alienation goes a long  way. Canada's current poputhat a little alienation goes a long  way. Canada's current population may be of lation may be of 
overwhelmingly European derivation, but disheartened, guiltoverwhelmingly European derivation, but disheartened, guilt--ridden, downtrodden ridden, downtrodden 
people become automatic minorities, regardless of numbers. And speople become automatic minorities, regardless of numbers. And so it is with o it is with 
Canadians, born, bred, and betrayed. Our numbers can't and, moreCanadians, born, bred, and betrayed. Our numbers can't and, more importantly, importantly, 
won't help us, not while we remain ignorant and guilty and stupiwon't help us, not while we remain ignorant and guilty and stupid and intimidated d and intimidated 
and distracted enough. and distracted enough. 

If this condition persists, we'll never properly understand whatIf this condition persists, we'll never properly understand what's been done to us. 's been done to us. 
By the time we wake up to realize we really are a minority in ouBy the time we wake up to realize we really are a minority in our own nation, no one r own nation, no one 
will be very interested in examining or staunching our selfwill be very interested in examining or staunching our self--inflicted wounds. inflicted wounds. 
Anyone who imagines that the new inheritors (growing fat on a stAnyone who imagines that the new inheritors (growing fat on a steady diet of antieady diet of anti--
white rhetoric) will offer a handkerchief, is due for some hard white rhetoric) will offer a handkerchief, is due for some hard lessons in human lessons in human 
nature and the distemper of longnature and the distemper of long--cherished resentments.cherished resentments.

Canada First Immigration Reform Committee
It's time to put Canada and Canadians First!



Study OneStudy One

Immigration AttitudesImmigration Attitudes
Attitudes toward ImmigrationAttitudes toward Immigration
Attitudes toward ImmigrantsAttitudes toward Immigrants

BeliefsBeliefs
ZeroZero--Sum ResourcesSum Resources
ZeroZero--Sum Values/CultureSum Values/Culture
One Group RepresentationOne Group Representation

Personality MeasurePersonality Measure
Social Dominance OrientationSocial Dominance Orientation



Attitudes toward ImmigrationAttitudes toward Immigration

Do you agree or disagree that immigration to Canada Do you agree or disagree that immigration to Canada 
should be encouraged?should be encouraged?

If it were your job to plan CanadaIf it were your job to plan Canada’’s immigration policy, s immigration policy, 
would you: decrease the number of immigrants would you: decrease the number of immigrants ------
increase the number of immigrants?increase the number of immigrants?

Attitudes toward ImmigrantsAttitudes toward Immigrants

What is your overall attitude toward immigrants to What is your overall attitude toward immigrants to 
Canada?Canada?

How positive or negative do you feel toward immigrants How positive or negative do you feel toward immigrants 
to Canada?to Canada?



ZeroZero--sum Resourcessum Resources

More good jobs for immigrants does not mean fewer More good jobs for immigrants does not mean fewer 
good jobs for Canadians already living here. (good jobs for Canadians already living here. (reverse reverse 
scoredscored))

Canadians already living here lose out when immigrants Canadians already living here lose out when immigrants 
make political and economic gains.make political and economic gains.

ZeroZero--sum Values/Culturesum Values/Culture

Immigrant and Canadian cultures can coImmigrant and Canadian cultures can co--exist in this exist in this 
country and each remain strong. (country and each remain strong. (reverse scoredreverse scored))

When immigrants promote their own values, it is at the When immigrants promote their own values, it is at the 
expense of Canadian values.expense of Canadian values.



One Group RepresentationOne Group Representation

The distinction between immigrants and nonThe distinction between immigrants and non--
immigrants is artificial.  We are all Canadians.immigrants is artificial.  We are all Canadians.

I donI don’’t think of people in terms of being immigrants or t think of people in terms of being immigrants or 
nonnon--immigrants, only as people who are now part of one immigrants, only as people who are now part of one 
group group –– Canadians.Canadians.



Social Dominance OrientationSocial Dominance Orientation

Some groups of people are just more worthy than Some groups of people are just more worthy than 
others.others.

We would have fewer problems if we treated different We would have fewer problems if we treated different 
groups more equally. groups more equally. (reverse scored)(reverse scored)

In getting what your group wants, it is sometimes In getting what your group wants, it is sometimes 
necessary to use force against other groups.necessary to use force against other groups.

((PrattoPratto, , SidaniusSidanius, , StallworthStallworth, & , & MalleMalle, 1994), 1994)
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ZeroZero--Sum Sum 
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ZeroZero--Sum Sum 
ResourcesResources

Attitudes Toward Attitudes Toward 
ImmigrantsImmigrantsSDOSDO

.33***.33*** --.57*** (.57*** (--.54***).54***)

--.26** (.26** (--.08).08)

ZeroZero--Sum Sum 
ValuesValues

SDOSDO
Attitudes Toward Attitudes Toward 

ImmigrantsImmigrants

.41***.41*** --.51*** (.51*** (--.49***).49***)

--.26** (.26** (--.06).06)

One Group One Group 
RepresentationRepresentation

SDOSDO Attitudes Toward Attitudes Toward 
ImmigrantsImmigrants

--.33***.33*** .47*** (.43***).47*** (.43***)

--.26**  (.26**  (--.12).12)



Study 2Study 2
Editorial About Immigration to CanadaEditorial About Immigration to Canada

Neutral versus Economic CompetitionNeutral versus Economic Competition

Description of Fictitious Immigrant Group Description of Fictitious Immigrant Group 
((““SandiriansSandirians””): Ambitious, Hard): Ambitious, Hard--Working, Smart, FamilyWorking, Smart, Family--
Oriented, Religious, SpiritualOriented, Religious, Spiritual

Dependent MeasuresDependent Measures
Attitudes Toward Attitudes Toward SandiriansSandirians and Toward their and Toward their 
Immigration to CanadaImmigration to Canada

Attitudes Toward Immigrants and Toward Immigration Attitudes Toward Immigrants and Toward Immigration 
to Canadato Canada

Personality MeasurePersonality Measure
Social Dominance OrientationSocial Dominance Orientation



Sample Passages From EditorialsSample Passages From Editorials
NeutralNeutral

In Canada, immigration patterns during the period In Canada, immigration patterns during the period 
19901990--1999 were reflections of changes observed 1999 were reflections of changes observed 
internationally.internationally.

Neither patterns nor numbers of immigrant movements Neither patterns nor numbers of immigrant movements 
could be predicted from the information available from could be predicted from the information available from 
the period 1980the period 1980--1990.1990.

Economic CompetitionEconomic Competition
Recently, immigrants have been able to successfully Recently, immigrants have been able to successfully 
compete in our compete in our labourlabour market and take part in the many market and take part in the many 
economic opportunities that Canada has to offer.economic opportunities that Canada has to offer.

People looking for jobs face fierce competition from a People looking for jobs face fierce competition from a 
large pool of applicants, including well qualified large pool of applicants, including well qualified 
immigrants.immigrants.





Effect Of Competition Effect Of Competition 
ManipulationManipulation

--.36.36--.09.09Immigration in GeneralImmigration in General
((--2 to +2)2 to +2)

.55.55.52.52Attitudes Toward Attitudes Toward 
Immigrants in GeneralImmigrants in General
((--2 to +2)2 to +2)

.53.531.331.33SandirianSandirian ImmigrationImmigration
((--4 to +4)4 to +4)

66.9266.9273.9773.97Attitudes Toward Attitudes Toward 
SandiriansSandirians (0 to 100)(0 to 100)

Economic Economic 
CompetitionCompetition

NeutralNeutral



Social Dominance OrientationSocial Dominance Orientation

--.48.48.02.02--.32.32****Immigration in GeneralImmigration in General
((--2 to +2)2 to +2)

.12.12.93.93--.45.45****Immigrants in General Immigrants in General 
((--2 to +2)2 to +2)

.51.511.351.35--.31.31****SandirianSandirian Immigration Immigration 
((--4 to +4)4 to +4)

65.4465.4475.3875.38--.39.39****Attitudes Toward Attitudes Toward SandiriansSandirians
(0 to 100)(0 to 100)

(Median Split)(Median Split)

Low         HighLow         Highrr

**p<.01



Study 3Study 3
Editorial About Immigration to CanadaEditorial About Immigration to Canada

Neutral versus Economic Competition versus Neutral versus Economic Competition versus 
Value/Culture CompetitionValue/Culture Competition

Description of Fictitious Immigrant Group Description of Fictitious Immigrant Group 
((““SandiriansSandirians””):  Ambitious, Hard):  Ambitious, Hard--Working, Smart, Working, Smart, 
FamilyFamily--Oriented, Religious, SpiritualOriented, Religious, Spiritual

Dependent MeasuresDependent Measures
Attitudes Toward Attitudes Toward SandiriansSandirians

Attitudes Toward Attitudes Toward SandirianSandirian ImmigrationImmigration

Personality MeasurePersonality Measure
Social Dominance OrientationSocial Dominance Orientation



Sample Passages From EditorialsSample Passages From Editorials

Value/Culture CompetitionValue/Culture Competition

Religious schools and ethnically segmented city districts Religious schools and ethnically segmented city districts 
seem to suggest that immigrant groups are not fully seem to suggest that immigrant groups are not fully 
integrating into Canadian society.integrating into Canadian society.

Canadians are beginning to suspect that institutions and Canadians are beginning to suspect that institutions and 
policies established to ensure immigrant rights and policies established to ensure immigrant rights and 
freedoms in Canada are reducing the rights and freedoms in Canada are reducing the rights and 
freedoms of Canadians.freedoms of Canadians.



Effect of ManipulationEffect of Manipulation

1.001.000.670.671.031.03SandirianSandirian ImmigrationImmigration
((--4 to +4)4 to +4)

0.760.760.630.631.481.48Attitudes Toward Attitudes Toward 
SandiriansSandirians
((--4 to +4)4 to +4)

Value/Culture Value/Culture 
CompetitionCompetition

Economic Economic 
CompetitionCompetition

NeutralNeutral

Social Dominance OrientationSocial Dominance Orientation

0.570.571.231.23--.23**.23**SandirianSandirian Immigration         Immigration         
((--4 to +4)4 to +4)

.067.0671.251.25--.26**.26**Attitudes Toward Attitudes Toward 
SandiriansSandirians
((--4 to +4)4 to +4)

(Median Split)(Median Split)

LowLow HighHighrr



Combating These BeliefsCombating These Beliefs

Challenging ZeroChallenging Zero--Sum BeliefsSum Beliefs

The Role of National IdentityThe Role of National Identity





Study 4Study 4

Editorial About Immigration to CanadaEditorial About Immigration to Canada
Neutral versus Positive versus Not ZeroNeutral versus Positive versus Not Zero--SumSum

Dependent MeasuresDependent Measures
Attitudes Toward ImmigrantsAttitudes Toward Immigrants
Attitudes Toward ImmigrationAttitudes Toward Immigration

Personality MeasurePersonality Measure
Social Dominance OrientationSocial Dominance Orientation



Sample Passages From EditorialsSample Passages From Editorials
NeutralNeutral

In Canada, immigration patterns during the period In Canada, immigration patterns during the period 
19901990--1999 were reflections of changes observed 1999 were reflections of changes observed 
internationally.internationally.

Neither patterns nor numbers of immigrant movements Neither patterns nor numbers of immigrant movements 
could be predicted from the information available from could be predicted from the information available from 
the period 1980the period 1980--1990.1990.

PositivePositive
In recent years, immigrants have opened up many new In recent years, immigrants have opened up many new 
businesses in Canada, and have been willing to provide businesses in Canada, and have been willing to provide 
competitive wages to their employees.competitive wages to their employees.

Many of the positions that have become available Many of the positions that have become available 
through these new enterprises are filled by young through these new enterprises are filled by young 
Canadians, who can look forward to job security and Canadians, who can look forward to job security and 
financial prosperity.financial prosperity.



Not a ZeroNot a Zero--Sum GameSum Game
An international team of economists has recently An international team of economists has recently 
concluded that, contrary to popular belief, a countryconcluded that, contrary to popular belief, a country’’s s 
economy does not follow a zeroeconomy does not follow a zero--sum game. sum game. 

It is not the case that when immigrants make gains in It is not the case that when immigrants make gains in 
employment, it is at the expense of Canadians already employment, it is at the expense of Canadians already 
living here. living here. 

Rather, more good jobs for immigrants means more Rather, more good jobs for immigrants means more 
good jobs for Canadians already living here.good jobs for Canadians already living here.



Attitudes Toward ImmigrationAttitudes Toward Immigration

0.000.001.061.060.640.64High High 

1.921.921.961.960.480.48LowLow

MessageMessage
Neutral       Positive           Not ZeroNeutral       Positive           Not Zero--SumSumSocial Social 

DominanceDominance

Possible range = -4 to +4



Attitudes Toward ImmigrantsAttitudes Toward Immigrants

0.670.671.441.441.361.36High High 

2.582.582.902.901.701.70LowLow

MessageMessage
Neutral       Positive           Not ZeroNeutral       Positive           Not Zero--SumSumSocial Social 

DominanceDominance

Possible range = -4 to +4



Study 5Study 5

Editorial About Immigration to CanadaEditorial About Immigration to Canada
Neutral versus Common Canadian IdentityNeutral versus Common Canadian Identity

Dependent MeasuresDependent Measures
Attitudes toward Immigrants Attitudes toward Immigrants 
Attitudes toward ImmigrationAttitudes toward Immigration

Personality MeasurePersonality Measure
Social Dominance OrientationSocial Dominance Orientation



Forms Of National IdentityForms Of National Identity

NativistNativist National Identity:  Belief that national National Identity:  Belief that national 
identity is based on birth, kinshipidentity is based on birth, kinship

Civic/Cultural National Identity:  Belief that Civic/Cultural National Identity:  Belief that 
national identity is based on voluntary national identity is based on voluntary 
commitment to national laws and institutionscommitment to national laws and institutions



Sample Passages From EditorialsSample Passages From Editorials

Common Canadian IdentityCommon Canadian Identity

Whether we immigrated to Canada yesterday or many Whether we immigrated to Canada yesterday or many 
generations ago, we are all united today in our common generations ago, we are all united today in our common 
Canadian identity.Canadian identity.

TodayToday’’s immigrants are tomorrows immigrants are tomorrow’’s Canadians.s Canadians.

We must include both nativeWe must include both native--born individuals and born individuals and 
immigrants in what it means to be Canadian.immigrants in what it means to be Canadian.

We must work together toward a bright future for our We must work together toward a bright future for our 
nation.nation.



Attitudes Toward ImmigrantsAttitudes Toward Immigrants

Possible range = -4 to +4

2.122.121.281.28HighHigh

2.282.281.771.77LowLow

MessageMessage
Neutral           Common  Canadian         Neutral           Common  Canadian         

IdentityIdentity
Social Social 
DominanceDominance



ConclusionsConclusions

ZeroZero--sum beliefs can cause negative attitudes sum beliefs can cause negative attitudes 
toward immigrants and immigrationtoward immigrants and immigration

Individuals who are high in Social Dominance Individuals who are high in Social Dominance 
Orientation are especially likely to hold these beliefsOrientation are especially likely to hold these beliefs

Directly targeting these beliefs may not be effectiveDirectly targeting these beliefs may not be effective

Framing of national identity to include immigrants in Framing of national identity to include immigrants in 
the national the national ingroupingroup may be most effective way of may be most effective way of 
ensuring positive attitudesensuring positive attitudes



Immigration has been a defining characteristic of Canada. 
From our earliest days as a nation through to the global 
transformations of recent decades, it has been vital to our 
social, economic and cultural development. Today, our 
immigration and refugee protection programs are widely 
regarded, both at home and abroad, as the very measure of 
our values and of our maturity as a nation. Immigrants and 
refugees built our country, and they will continue to do so 
if we are to grow and prosper in the future. 

Elinor Caplan
Former Minister of Citizenship and Immigration


